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FACT SHEET 
 
Sylvester Comprehensive Cancer Center, part of the University of Miami Health System and the Miller School of 
Medicine, launched the Firefighter Cancer Ini>a>ve (FCI) in 2015 to understand and address the excess cancer burden 
among firefighters.  
 
Cancer is a leading cause of death for firefighters, who are exposed to toxic chemicals in smoke, fire protec>on materials 
and opera>ons. There are about 1 million volunteer and career firefighters in the United States. 
 
More than 120 cancer researchers and 130 cancer specialists are part of FCI. Researchers study cancer in Florida 
firefighters and employ science-based methods to reduce risk. 
 
FCI does: 

• Florida Firefighter Cancer Registry: it iden>fies cancers dispropor>onately affec>ng firefighters, including 
bladder, tes>cular and thyroid among men; and cervical, thyroid and Hodgkin 



 

LEADERSHIP 
 
FCI leaders include: 

• 


